;.^.;„ V;^ : host corn puter. haying an external bus; and : 

• ;^>^^^^^^ said host connputer and connected to said host 

■V ^Vo^ said external bus, said . unit configured to capture a video^ ./ ^ 

: J:'/^ device, to convert said captured Video stream ; 

Vx/V^;;.;.' ;^ standard for transmitting video over a 

to send said converted video stream to said host computer - 
said.externai bus., - - ••• ^: "■• ; ■ '•''} ■ 

: f J 1, the system further cdrhprislng: V ; > 

-3^ device connected to said host corhputer; and ' • ; ":}.:'/.•'■ 

: a software video ^^d^ installed on said hosi cor^^^^ said ; 

^K-; ? : decoder configured to decode said converted video. stream 

V C^^^^/^o^:^^ 1^^ according to claim 1, wherein said host conriputer is ^ \ 

- . ^ ^ connected Jd:^aid network and is configured to receiye. via said/ ^ . 

.network at least one fencoded video stream, the system further 

■ /i;^ video output device connected to said host computer; and 

yideo decoder installed on said host computer, said 

configured to decode at least one of. said at leasft . 
yr.- ::. };one encoded video stream for display by said video output device. 



A System according to. claim 1, wherein said host computer has 3n 
application, installed thereon, said application, having data associated 
therewith, and the. system further comprises a software multiplexer 
installed on said host computer for multiplexing said . converted video 
■stream with said data. / . • ; . • , . ' v. . : . C > .\ 

A system according to claim 1, wherein said host computer is. 
selected from a group including: a personal computer, a laptop, a 
network computer and a workstation. 

A system according to claim 1 , wherein said external . bus is. selected. : 
from a group including: Universal Serial Bus, IEEE 1394 Bus, an 
infrared wireless connection and a radio frequency wireless 

• -iConnection. ■ •.''■ > ;..*:..* •*; ■-■ \ ' 

A system according to claim 1, wherein said standard is selected 
from a group including: ITU H.263, itU H.261 ; ;MPEG4, MPEG2 and 
MPEG1. " '\'- . • ' • ".■;/* • 

A system according to claim 1, wherein said network is selected from . 

;a group including: an Internet Protocol (IP) network, an Ethernet 
networks and an ISDN line. 

A multimedia communication system for a. host cbnTiputer having an 
external bus and connected to a video output, device, thie syi^tem . 
comprising: 

a unit external to said host computer and connected to said host 
computer via said external bus, said unit configured to capture a video 



' ;V H ^ video input device, to convert ssiid capered video Stream 

. v V : ■ Vfv to. a predetennined standard for transmitting video over a 

^ to send said converted video stream, to said host computer . 

5 a software video decoder installed oh said host c^^ 

' software video decoder configured to decode said conviBrted video stream ^ 

for display by said, video output device. 

10. A system according to claim 9, wherein said host computer is; 
selected from a -group including: a personal corhputer, a laptop, a ■ 

10 . network computer and a workstation. ]• V/^ '- ':';^::^- . 

11. A system according to claim 9, wherein said external bus is selected 
, from a group including: Universal Serial Bus, IEEE 1394 Bus, an 

infrared wireless connection and a radio frequency wireless 

connection. • i^'-V*;" ■ I'l. : ■■ vV' 

15 12. A system according to claim 9, wherein said standard is sielected 
from a group including: IJU H.263,.ITU H.261, MPEGA, MPEG2^ and 
MPEG1. 

13. A system according to claim. 9, wherein said network is selected from 

a group including: an Internet Protpcdl (IP) netWbrk, an . Ethernet /: 
20 networks and an. ISDN line. . 

14. A multimedia communication system for a host computer, having an 
external bus and connected to a video output device, said host 




•comp^^^ conjriected to a network and configured to receive via said 
•'he^ork at least one encoded video stream, the systern cornprising; 
: :a unit external tb said host connputer and .connected to said host 
"computer via said external, bus, said unit configured tb cap^ a raw 
video stream from a video input device, to convert said captured video 
stream according to a predetermined standard for transnriitting video over 
a network, and to send. said converted video strieam to said host computer 
via said external bus; and ; ■ ^ : 

a software .video decoder installed on said host .^computer, said 
software video decoder configured to decode at least one of said at least 
one encoded video stream for display by said video output device. ; 
A system according , to . claim 14, wherein said host computer is : : 
selected from a group including: a personal doitiputer, a laptop, a 
network computer and a workstation. . 

A system according to claim 14, wherein said external bus is selected 
from a group including: Universal Serial Bus, IEEE 1394 Bus, an 
infrared wireless connection and a radio frequency wireless 

-connection^: ; - ' '\' 

A system according to clainri 14, wherein said standard is sielected. 
from a group including: ITU H.263, ITU H.261, MPEG4, IVI.F*EG2 and 

• MPEGI. *- 



• A system according to claim 14, wherein said network is selected . 
from a group. including: an Internet Protocol (IP) netWbrk, an Ethernet 
networks and an. ISDN line.. ^ ^Vi^^ : . ; ! ' V. 

: A multimedia communication system for a host computer having an 
external bus and Connected to a video output device, isaid host 
computer connected to a network and configured to receive via said 
network at least one encoded video stream, the system conriprising: 

a unit external to said host computer and connected to said hpst 
computer via said external bus, said unit configured. to capture a video- 
stream from a video input device, to convert said captured video streani 
according to a predetermined standard for transmitting video oyer a 
network, and to send said converted video streann to said hosft computer 
via said external bus, said unit also configured to compress said captured 
video stream, and to. send said compressed video stream to said host 
: computer via. said external bus; \: -\ \ 

a first software video decoder installed on said. host computer, said, 
first software video decoder configured to decode at least one of said at 
least one encoded video stream for display by said video output device; 
and V ■'•■^ :•*■.*.-;:.' ■ ' ■ • v-*.; 

a second software video decoder installed on said hpst computer, said 
second software video decoder configured to decompress said 
compressed video streanfi for display by said video output device, 



cA ysystem according to claim 19, wherein said, host computer is . . - 
. ^0lected frdm a group including: a personal corhpufer, a laptop, a . / 
hietwork computer arid a workstation. . ; ^ 

A system according to claim 19, wherein said external bus is selected 
from a group iricluding: Universal Serial Bus, IEEE 1394 Bus, an. 
•infrared wireless cohhection and a. radio frequency wireless 
-connection; . • -^^ 

"VA system according to claim 1&, wherein Said standard is selected 
from a group including: ITU H.263, ITU H.261, MPEG4, MPE and . , 

MPEG1. -r-:-'.* 

A system according to claim 19, wherein said network Js selected 
from a group ihcludirig: an Ifiterhet Protocol (IP) network, an Ethernet 
networks and an ISDN line. 

A multimedia cbmmunication system for a host computer having an 
application installed thereon, said application having data associated 
therewith, said host computer having, an external bus, the system : 
: comprising: .. . ■ - . . , ' : ■" 

-a unit extemaf to said host computer andxohnected to said host 
computer via said external bus, said unit configured to capture a video 
stream from a video input device, to convert said captured video streanri 
according to a predetermined standard for transnriitting video over a. 
network, and to send said converted video streaiVi to said host computer 
Via said external bus; and 



vok^Uc. , V'/^^-^^^ installed on said host computer for multiplexing. 

' 25. ...^ A system according to claim . 24, wherein /said host computer is : 
selected from a group including: a personal computeri a laptop, a 
/ 5 network computer and a workstat^ 

V: ^.^^^ • -2 to claim 24, wherein said external bus is selected 

' \ ' from^ a group including: Universal Serial. Bus, IEEE 1394 Bus, an 

infrared wireless connection and a radio frequency Wireless 
connection. ^ 

10 27. A system according to claim 24, wherein said standard is selected \ 
from a group including: ITU .H.263, ITU H.261. MPEG4, MPEG2 and 

^ > ' MPEG1.'^ ^'-^^.^LV!;' 

28. A systehn according to claim 24, wherein said network is selected 
from a group including: an Internet Protocol (IP) network, an Ethernet . . 

15 networks and an ISDN line. 

29. .A method for multimedia commuhication, thfe rtiethod comprising the 

steps of: -.y . " V " " ' ■ 

capturing a video stream from a video input device; 
converting said video stream according to a predetermined standard 

■l.-^ y ' '^Oi . - f^^ 

: .said converted video streanri to a host computer; via. an 

V : -- c : ■ / { . y external bus of said host computer. 



25. 



